
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 




THE TRULY NOBLE 

PHILOSOPHER, 

ROBERT BOTLEEfq; 

Brother to the R ight Hononrable the 

Earl of Burlington, &c. 

SIR, 

Cannot forbear any longer to addrefs one of 
the Volumet oftheje Tranfa£Hons to Ton , to 
whom I mojl willingly profefs 1 am fincere- 
ly devoted, and who is l{nown to have obliged 
the learned World with fo many Uncommon- 
h Dif cover ies in Nature , andfofolidly main-, 
taind the Tower and V/efulnefs of Experi- 
mental Philofophy. And this "I do by offering 
yOu this Volume, becaufe in it {befides other parcels of not or* 
dinary remark^elfewhere interjperfed) two of the Twelve TraBs 
are almojl entirely your own $ of which the judicious do generally 
affirm, that though they are draughts written only for your own 
memory , and have not yet the yoliflring of your lafl hand, yet they 
contain mojl diving Researches intojome of the deepeji Recedes of 
Nature J hat ever appear din Public^-, and have mofl induflrionjly 
examind the Breath and Fuel ofLifeithe State of Air .and Water y 
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THE EPISTLE 

in the various degrees of Rarity and Denjtty., Weight, and Ab* 
fence, longer or fiorter, for the RtTpiration of Animals t And 
have lift us man iff evidences of the necefjary Weighty and other 
enforcements of Atr,top> eferve us from Suffocations and Convul- 
fions ; And that neither common I iattids can raife their Vfual 
Steams, nor the minutefi Infe&s continue their Motion, even 
whrfjl they retain life, nit bout the Prefence and Help of Air* 

And yet I may be askgd, what Patronage, what Heroe, or what 
Genius can givefafe guard againft tlje malicious fcunility of mat 
tiy of this Age, who attempt to deface every vertue, and whatfoe- 
ver is excellent? and particularly that which is mofi obliging to 
the Fublick. ? T-o this difcottragement I reply cheerfully , that 
the malicious and fturrilaus are fforttivd , and will foon 
exj ire in an odious fnuff , or will hajlen to hide ihemfelves in 
fiume andconfufion: But Truth is mighty and will prevail 5 
VVifedome will bejtijlifid -, Vertue will in good time emerge ; 
Knowledge will abound; Arts will fiourrjh; and Pofterity 
mllapp'aud them, from whom they receive the ckereji tight and 
the beji Accommodations. 

lam inform' d byfnr.h as may wtll remember the befi andwortf 
days of the Famous Lord Bacon j That though he wrote. his- Ad- 
vancement of Learning, and his Inftauratio Magna, and many 
other elaborate 'Ireatjes of Philofophy , in the time of his greatefi 
power ; ?.c< k >s great eft Reputation rebounded firfi from the moji 
'*.-,;;//«». Forrainers in many parts of Chriftendome : It cannot 
be doubted, but that England had then better knowledge of the 
abfirujities , many troubles and burthens of our Municipal Laws, 
and (hancery , which lay long and much upon hisfaoulders 5 And 
that he bore thejirefs of St ate affairs inalmoli all King James*/ 
days, and in §)ncen Elizabeth s later days ; 2 hat he a (omed the 
folemn AddrejSes, and was the Extra- ordinary Pen-man j or mojt 
' Apologies. Deliberation s,andgravefi Advifo's in Parliament s^and 
ether wife : Here theyfatvalfo, How he excelled in the beji Theo- 
lo-ry of that Age 3 and in the Politefi of Civil and Moral Effays i 
And therefore here they might jufily wonder, how a perfin jo pub* 
Hchfy imm erfed in ail Civil Interejis ffwuldfind leifure to do any 
thing at all in Philolbphy \ And much, more jufily may we fill 
wander „ hiw> without anygreat skiU in Chymijiry 9 without much 
pretence to the Afathematickj or Mechanicks , without Optic\, 
Ayds, or other Engins of later Invention ^ hejlmldfo much tran- 
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fiend the Philofiphers, then living, injudicious and clear inflru- 
ftions, info many ufefulObfervations and Difioveries $ I think* 
I may fay beyond the Records of many Ages. Hence, and from all 
thttltirouldinfer , that all Mortals muft wait for their jujl re- 
nown ftoft cineres, after their mortality; and thit Envy lyes 
cloje at the doors , and ptrfues great merit to tie laji Ifi.igcs of 

Sir, Ai lhrCree\Pottfetcad in Caftor and Pollux for his 
higheji applaufis, when he had another concernment in his chief 
aim s Jo, that 1 may not by any Temptation put your Modefly to a. 
blufiy, I mufi continue to difcourfe of the Lord Bacon, Gilbert, 
des-Cartes, Gaflendus, and others the Miracles of modern and 
revived Philofophy ; of the indefatigable indujlry offome •-, the in- 
genious Contrivances of others ; and of many their feccefsfhl per* 
formances. And truly 'tis to me very fir ange, that fever al ofthejh 
Excellent perfons havefo luckjly efponfedthofe Hypothecs of Na- 
ture in many tiue particulars, which You have by manife/l Expe- 
riments evinced and confirm'd $ as if by an ejpecialbletjingupon 
their Labors, and for their good Affections towards Mankind, 
they had been guided by an Heavenly Ray to divine,what would be 
the Refultfrom diligent Tryals. 

And , fince a noyfe hath been raifed by temerarious Cenfurers 
againfiyouy as if you were too indulgent to the old Atomifts , / 
hold my felf bound in Jujlice, totah^publickjiotice of your impar- 
tiality, that you were neither led aftde on the one hand by the ad. 
diUion to Chymifts , to favour their Principles above truth • 
nor on the other hand, deterr'd by the Heathen /jh mijhikes about 
Atoms 5 nor by the Vulgar notions of the Elements , from giving 
due place to the Corpufcularians ( fofiir as they might have Truth 
on their fides ) even by the Ajfjihnce of Chym\ttry ) ,h yon h.w e 
done moji candidly in your Sceptical Cbymift, and in yew O. 
rigine or Forms and Qualities. 

And now Sir, this would loo\ more like a xegicttfnl Omijfion of 
dueRefptUs, than a jujl Addrefs, if ifijould fir bear to a know- 
ledge $ that you have fo coherently deduced , and fo conipicuoujly 
illullratedthe General^ and the left Obvious ProceJJes oj Nature 
in her Occult and fubtile Influences, Whether Atmofphxrical, or 
more remotely Cofai'ical > Whether CeleiHal, Ethereal, or Ae- 
real * Whether Subterraneous or defcending \ Whether of Air, or 
any kpown land of Water > Liquids, or Men fir nous j Spirituous, 
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or in Come degree Incraffated ', their Hydroftatieal tendency ', 
Weight, or States that it mutt give abundant fajtisfa&ion to fu* 
ture Ages ,eafe them of much pains, and allot* them the more leifitre 
and manifold AJfiflances for further Procefies* Imufi add, that 
in the Treatifes of F'irvaoefs and Fluidity of Cold, and the Ther- 
inofcopical Meafures of 'Warmth and Frigidity, of Colours and 
Light, yon have given us good ground for our Reft, and for a 
fair profpeH into the Labyrinths of Nature. Befides, Imufi take 
the freedom to asl^, Who did ever fufpeU the Ambient Air of ha- 
ving fitch a force to confolidate frvinefs in ftubborn andunficxible 
Bodies, as you have fiew'd it to have} Who fujpeded , that Air 
(the purefl we can obtain fo near the furface of the Earth ) fliould 
Jo widely Expand it ft If when at fome liberty \ or fliould endure 
fuch Mechanical Compreflions? That the mojl Solid Bodies we 
have amongli us .Jhould emit fpacious Atmofpheres ; and that the 
parts of our firmefl Rockj and Jewels are not in an abfolute Reji 
in their long lafling duration } What divining Imagination or 
Conjecture did admit of all thefe points for fund Vhilofophy , till 
you iaftght us to feel it in our Scales, and to fee it with our Eyes } 

But I muji not here heap up together your many cojlly and affi- 
duous Labours ' I muflflop my Pen, and conjider more what you* 
Ears can bear, than what is due to your Merit. Only this Imufi 
here avouch,as one amongfi agreat number of good Witneffes t that 
many of the mojl learned Vorrainers ( to fay nothing now of wor^ 
thy Englifhmen ) do fo highly value all the Treatifes you have pub- 
lifJjed, that they do importunately deffre, your Deskj were forth- 
with emptied into the publicJ^Light, and carefully rendred into 
their kpown Languages ♦ 

Sir, ail that value true Worth and true Philofophie, are bound 
jo pray for the Recoverie of your Health and Strength ,and for your 
long Life, and perpetual Increafe in all Happinefs. So doeshe,who 
eficems the mofi ufeful things in HumamSocietie,tobe Knowledge 
<3.WVertue 3 (combined in you,") and who is 

SIR, 
Your very Humble and Faithful Servant, 
HENR. QLDEmVKG Soc, Reg, Sew* 



